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"Mr. President, Mrs. Roosevelt, Mr, Chief Justice,
Ladles and Gentlemen:

"I am sure that I voice the unanimous regret that Mr.

Andrew Mellon ie not here, to narticipate in the fulfillment of
his admirasble undertaking.

"Like Mr. Mellon, I also felt the need of a National Gallery
which would be ghared by 211l the neople of our country, and con-
tailn only the finest works of art, contributed by those who wished
to give their greatest treasures to the Nation that has done so
much for all of us,

"In forming my cocllection I have had in mind to vprovide for
the study and enjoyment of the nublic, as complete a representa-
ti~n ns poesible of the Italian School »f painting and sculpture
of quality. I have endeavored to acquire the best examples of the
most representative nmasters of thls imnortant school, beginning
with the 13th century vainters, Glotte and Duccio, and extending

through the great neriods in Florence, Siena, Umbria, Venice and



R
Nerthern Italy, and ending with the Venetians of the 18th century.
I felt that by sc concentrating, I would be able to nake the
greatest centribution for comprehensive study and understanding
of that schcol which really gave the earliest fundamental inspi-
ration and also maintained superior aquality in art throughout
the Renalssance neriocd. Among the exhibits in this building are
some of man's best works of art from the 13th to the 18th cen-
turies, and the bullding itself is possibly the very height of
nan's accomplishment for its nurmose,

It is a.great orivilege .to give our best to our country.
As an older nerson, I feel thie narticularly now.when we are
asking ocur young men to nlace their lives at the disposal and
service of their Governnment.

"I love ny naintings, having lived surrounded by then for
nany years. Now the walls of my home are bare of Italian
paintings and I shall miss them. But I am havpy in the thought
that, during ny lifetinme, ny collection intact is settled in ny
country, in a perrnianent home within this magnificent modern
structure. ¢ 1s ny hopne that this contribution will groew in
appreclation with the passing years, to be enjoyed by all future
generations.

"And so, Mr, President, I turn over ny collecticon to you
for the benefit and enjoyment of all the neople, to be preserved
as part of that sviritual heritage which is our greatest and

nost treasured possession.”

— o ——— —



