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VASHIIICTON: A»ril 22 : An exhibition of official British
var paintings, recording militar operations and civilian-;
activities in war-time IDritain, will be opened here tomorrow
at the llational Gallervy of Art, it wvas ananounced today by
David E, Finley, Director. The exhibition will continue
through Hay 20.

Various aspectes of the home Iront in the bLritish Isles,
such as the damage b~ bombing, the balloon barrage, and the
Women's Land Army at work, are portrared in many of these
paintings. thers cenict phases of military operations in
the lilddle Tastern and North African Cammaigns.

This exhibition vas selected from over 2,000 vorks of
art from the "Recording Lritain” plan develoned br the British
Government to foster art in var tin .- These nictures were
chosen b £ir kenneth Clar!?, Director of the ilational Gallery
in London, and are the propert~ .of the Lritish Governnent.
Thew are being exhibited in the United States under the

auspices of the Artists Advisory Cormittee set up by the

British Ministry of Information.
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Aqong the artists represented, one of the best ltnown
in this countrvy is Sir Muirhead Bone. His drawing "Low Tide
on the Portsmouth Hard", depicts a balloon barrage over an
English town, and is an sxcellent exammle of his superb drafts-
manship. The vital role of the british women in harvesting
crops 1s shovwm in a serigs of oils br Evelyn Dunbar, while
the essential wvor't of the coal :“iners is portrared by Henry

Moors., . Be

D

nes from the Syrian Campaign, by Anthonr Gross,
depict military operations in the desert, and Ecdwvard Ardizzone
contributes colorful sketches from the African theatre. Other
outstanding artists represented are Frank Dobson, R. V.
Pitchforth and ILric Ravilious, vho vas recentlT renorted killed
in action.
Sarly in 1939, the rLritish llinistry of Labor formed a
Coimittee on the Employment of 4Artists in Wartime. One result
of this Cormittee's recommendations was the "'FRecording Britain"
orogram. An artists Advisory Committee, uncer the auspices
of the Minstr of Information, was created to advise on the pur-
chase of vorks of art. This Cormittee includes Sir Kenneth
Clark, Sir Muirhead Eone, Professor Lkandolph Schwabe, and others.
Artists viere commissioned for six months to cover a -
syecific phase of the wvar, and single works vere also com-
missioned, Other artists subnitted original paintings to the
Cormittee. Forty or fifty were generally subnitted every wveelk

under this program, but only five or ten percent were selected.
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Cther official var artists were attached LY the Cormittee
to the Armed Services and CGovernuent linistries. Artists
attached to the Admiralty sawv service at sea, while War Office
artists depicted onerations in the liiddle Iast and elsewhere.

Exhibitions of these paintings have been held at the

National Gallery in London.



