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Statement by the American Commission 
for the Protection and Salvage of Ar­ 
tistic and Historic Monuments in T.7ar 
Areas, Owen J. Roberts, Chairman.

Y/ASHI1TGTOII, I'ay 14, 1946: The members of the Commission 

have received copies of a resolution signed by Dr. Fred­ 

erick I.I. Clapp, Director of the Prick Collection; Mrs. 

Juliana Force, Director of the '.Vhitney I.Iuseum of American 

Art, and others who criticize the action of the United 

States Government, taken at the Direction of the President 

and the United States Army Corir.and. in Germany, in bring­ 

ing to this country certain paintings from German museums 

for safekeeping until conditions in Germany warrant their 

return. The Clapp resolution compares the action taken 

by the United States Government to looting operations 

carried on by the Nazis during the war.

The Commission has also noted the statements 

issued by the T/hite House on September 26, 1945, and by 

the ,/ar Department on December G, 1945, that the works 

of art of bona fide German ownership, which may be brought 

to this country for safekeeping, will be kept in trust 

for the German people and will be returned to Germany 

v/hen conditions there warrant*
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The Commission has also noted the statement 

issued by the late Chief Justice Stone, Chairman of 

the Board of Trustees of the national Gallery of Art, 

on December 14, 1945, that the Trustees of the National 

Gallery, at the request of the Secretary of.State, had 

agreed to arrange for the storage space for such paint­ 

ings as night be brought to this country by the United 

States Army for safekeeping, and that he felt the Army 

"deserved the highest praise for the care exercised in 

salvaging these great worlds of art and in ma'cing provi­ 

sion for their safety until they can be returned to 

Germany."

The Commission accepts without reservation 

the promise of the United States Government, as voiced 

by its highest officials, that the works of art belong­ 

ing to German museums and brought to this country for 

safekeeping, will be returned to Germany when conditions 

there warrant.

The Commission is strongly of the opinion that 

the resolution sponsored by Dr. Clapp, L'rs. Force, and 

others is without justification and is to be deplored.
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