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NEVS RELEASE

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
WASHINGTON, D. C.

FOR RELEASE: Morning papers of
June 26, 1950.

WASHINGTON, June 26: As part of the Sesquicentennial Celebration
of the establishment of the Federal Government in the City of
Washington, the National Gallery of Art is presenting an exhibi-
tion of portraits entitled "Makers of History in Washington,
1800-1950".

The exhibition wi'l be opened tec the public on June 30, and
will céntinue through November 19, 1950. There will be a pre-
view on Thursday evening, June 29, for Govermaent officials and
other invited gueéts. A completely illustrated catalogue of
the exhibition will be avallable.

The exhibition includes nortraits of eminent persons who
have had an important role in historical events in Washington,
or have taken a leading part in the.founding and development of
the :city, itself. Thus, a portralt of Alexender Hamilton is in-
cluded because of the paft which he played in selecting the slte
for the Federal Government. His portrsit, however, is shown i1n
the room with those of Washington, Jefferson, and Jay, his co-
architects in the far greater work of founding the Repubiic and

organizing the Government during its early years.




In another room may be found portraits of those whose work
was primerily concerned with the development of the City of
Washington. Here may be seen also.the famous group portrait by
Savage of the Washington Family, with General and Mrs. Washlngton
scated on the terrace at Mount Vernon, viewing the map of the
proposed "Federal City", as designed by lMajor Plerre Charles.
L'Enfant, the French 'engineer whom Washington had selected to plan
' the City. Unfortunately, the room contains no portrait of Major
L'Enfant, as none exlstr.

Because of limitation of spacc, no portraits of llving persons
are shown, with the cXception §f portraits of Presidents and the
wivés of Presidents. By courtesy of the President and lrs. Truman,
the entire collection of the White House portraits has been made
available for this exhibition. With these and other portraits
borrowed for the occasion there is on view a complete collection
of portraits of Presidents of the United States. In some cases,
unfortunately, the portrait of a President's wife has not been
available. It was hoped also to include portraits of all Vice
Presidents and Speakers of the House of Representatives. It was
not possible to do so, however, as these portrailts could not be
removed from the Capitol where they are pcrmanently installed as
part of the decoration of the Senate Chamber and the Speaker's
Lobby. They may be viewed there in connection wilth this exhibi-
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The portraits on view in the National Gallery have been
arranged in chronological order. The persons representcd are
usually shown with others in the administration with which they
are identificd, or in the decade in which they were most promi-~
nent, although it has not always been possible to adhere to this
rule. Thus, Calhoun, Clay and Webster are shown with the Admini-
strations of Presidents Madiscn, Menroe, John Guiney adams, and
Jackson, rather than in tho later and, perhaps, more famous
periods of thelr cereers., The fine portrait of General Robert E.
Lec, exhibited in the room with portralts of President Lincoln
and General Grent, depicts General Lee as he appeared shortly
after the Mexican War when he was an officer of the United Statcs
Army and living at Arlington, rather then as he appeared at the
time hc was offered, in Blair.Housec in 1861, the command of the
United Stetes Army in the fleld.

Although Henry Adams saw many administrations come and go,
his portrait 1s shown with those of President Theodore Rooscvelt
and his Secretery of State, John Hay, and others in th-t bril-
liant group of friends who lived eround Lafayette Square and
whose writings and conversation marked such a high point in the
1ife of Washington. In like monner, the portralt of Miss liabel
Boardman is grouped with portraits of the Teft /idministration, but
her great work in the /merican Red Cross continued from the Admie
nistration of President Theodore Rooscvelt to that of President

Truman,
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The cxhibition has been assembled with funds provided by
the National Capital Sesquicentennial Commission, as part of
the celecbration of the founding of the City of %Washington.
Grateful acknowledgment is made of the generous cooperation of
the Sesquicentennial Commission and especlally of thc assistance
rendered by Mr., Carter Barron and Mr. Edwsrd Boykin of the¢ Com-
mission.

David E. Finley, Dircector of the Naticnsl CGallery of irt,

goid: "The exhibition gives, in microcosm, a pre-view of what
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e National Portrait Géllcry shouléd be 1f present plans are

cerried out. The Trustees of the National Gallery of ALrt now
hold & collection of portraits of historical personages as the
nuclcus of what, it is hoped, will some¢ day become a National
Portrailt Gallery. Such a gallcery is particularly needed at the
present tlme when 1t is so important for the comlng generaticn

to have an understanding of our history and of those who created
the ecivilization we now enjoy. In realizing these aims, a National
Portrait Gallery wculd be an educetional force of the greatest
value, with & potential influence on future generestions that could

not pcssibly be measurecd."
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