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WASHINGTON, Docember 1: David E. rinley, Director of the 

national i-nlle.ry of Art in Washington, announces the opening, 

on Sundny, Jecer/iber 3, of an important exhibition of fifteenth 

century rranhic nrt, selected from the uosenv;r:lcl Collection, 

The exhibition includes voodcuts, broadsides, a famous printed 

textile, block-books and early illustrated >7oor;cut books.

This is the first tiir.e that the fifteenth century 

Rosenwald material lias ever been shown in such a larr.e homo­ 

geneous exhibition, IvTo other collection, public or private, 

contains so nany rpritirs in tl^e field of early voodcuts, 

Tlj.e full span of the fifteenth century is in evidence. In this 

 "espect, the miJ:V'rr of prints before 14oO sre of particular 

int'erert. T}IP textile of the Ilnrrifi^o at Orma, r.iade c. 1400, 

is rn unusual e.xo? :iple of printin 1"; fror.i. \:ood blockr on linen, 

before paper- vras cordon in Europe. Another oiitst.^ndin.f- print, 

the _AdoratJ.on of tbo MRP-J, is one of the earliest v,: oodcuts 

known. The very lar^e unique woodcut of The C rue i f i : : ion, c. 

1400, a recent discovery, Is very close to the school of Ro^er 

van der Weyden, Oririnally It v/as probably intended as a 

portable slt^r.
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An extraordinary proup of block-books, the ITlr

Pauperutn, the Apocalypse, of St. John, tho Ars Tier I end! and the 

Ar s Tlem or a n di » r.ade In the middle yer.rs of the century, have 

been lent to the exhibition "by the Library of Congress, 

Rosenv/ald Collection.

Although nost of the prints in the exhibition are of 

religious sub'ects, su«h as were often sold to pilgrims at the 

,iji;reat shrines, still a number of popular diverting pictures are 

to be seen. The illustrated Wcrld r.!ap, designed by Hans Sporer 

in Au^sburr;, is a compendium of nedieval knowledge and folklore. 

'The graphic battle between The Ernper or Frederick III and Pogg. 

Paul II for the balance of power Is a rare example of an early 

political cartoon. Sheets of Italian and German playinr card.s 

Indicate the popularity of p;ames. Also a larf*e. broadside of 

an invitation to r shooting and rifle competition, v/hich v/as 

published In Cologne, ^ives an idea of Gothic, sportinr events.

The exhibition will rer.ain on vlev; through January.


