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WASHINGTON, D.C., May 11, 1962: John Walker, Director of the
National Gallery of Art, announced today that '"the most important
group portrait by an American artist' has been acquired by the
Gallery and will go on exhibition today, in honor of the visit

by Mrs. John F. Kennedy and His Excellency André Malraux, French
Minister of State for Cultural Affairs.

The picture, The Copley Family by John Singleton Copley
(1738-1815), was acquired with the Gallery's purchase fund, and
will be put on temporary exhibition just off the Rotunda on the
main floor. This is the first time that a newly acquired painting
has been exhibited in this place. 'The lobby where we hun( our
new Fragonard last¢ fall," Mr. Walker said, '"turned out to be too
small for the crowds that came to see it."

A monumental canvas measuring over six feet high by seven
and one-half feet wide, the picture is a portrait of his own family
by the man who is widely considered America's greatest artist
of the colonial period. The seven figures represented include
Copley's own self-portrait, as well as a portrait of his father-
in-law, the prominent Boston merchant, Richard Clarke, who was
one of the consignees of the tea in the Boston Tea Party incident
of 1773. Among the children is John Singleton Copley, Jr., who
was later to become three times Chancellor of England, receiving
the title of Lord Lyndhurst.

Painted in 1776, the picture has never been out of the
possession of the Copley family until its recent acquisition for
the Nation.

The occasion for the picture was the reunion of the artist
with his family after a separation of almost two years. Copley
had left his family in Boston in 1774 to further his artistic
training in Italy, and began the picture shortly after re-joining
them in London in December of 1775.

Historically, the picture represents the first time Copley
attempted a pure group portrait; prior to this he had never put

(more)



more than two people into a single canvas., It marks a turning
point in the artist's development, being one of the first

pictures to show the influence of his studies outside the colonies.
It was exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1777.

"Unlike most portraits, which are done to please a paying
patron,' Mr, Walker said, "Copley's portrait of his own family
is a labor of love. Particularly the children have been painted
with an intimacy and a tenderness that few artists not painting
their own family have ever achieved. The canvas is painted
with marvelous fluency and warmth, without sacrificing, however,
any of the Yankee realism that Copley had learned on American
gpia."

A key to the people portrayed in the picture is attached.

End.

Color tranmsparencies, separations, and black and white glossy
photographs on request.



People Portrayed in The Copley Family

John Singleton Copley (1738-1815) - to left, above, holding papers;
the artist of the portrait.

Richard Clarke (1711-1795) - seated to left. Loyalist and wealthy
Boston merchant, one of the consignees of tea that figured
in the Boston Tea Party of 1773. The artist's father-in-law,
who lived with the Copley family in London from 1775 until
his death.

SusannahCopley (1776-1785) - on Richard Clarke's lap. Copley's
first child born in England. Died of scarlet fever at the
age of nine.

Elizabeth Clarke Copley (1770-1866) - standing in center. In
1800 she married Gardiner Greene of Boston, and it was her
daughter, Martha, who married Charles Amory of Boston who
brought the painting to the United States in 1864. Up to
that time the portrait had hung in the Copley home in London.

John Singleton Copley, Jr. (1772-1863) - his arm around his
mother's neck. Later Lord Lyndhurst and Lord Chancellor of
England.

Mrs. John Singleton Copley (died 1836) -~ Born Susannah Farnum
Clarke; known as '"Sukey.'" Married John Singleton Copley
in 1769.

Mary Copley (1773-1868) - lying on sofa to right. Never married,
devoting her life to her mother and brother. Died at the
age of 95.
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Fost portraite sre vommisaionsd. John Siungleton Copley's
porhralt of &is own fandly 4 obvicusly a labor of love, It
bung in the roem in whieh hils son (ths little bov In the pleture
with his oz avound his wothar’s neek) died in 1263, Sinee then
it bas como démx thzough Coplay'e feedly Ln Yuacon, Heassechusetes,
untdll eequired recsmily o be enjoyed g3 the Inhevicamce of all
dmavicans in the gountry's Hatiooal Gallery of Art,

The picture was begun ehovrtly after Copley wus zeuniged
with his fawily followlag en absence of slwost two voars. Mea,
Coplay dad rewsdined in Boston with her fethsr and foux shildran
vien the ertist lefs for ftaly in 1774 o further his srtiscac
tralning. #s the stogwesluuds of the fepending Revelution grew
daxker , 1t was cossideved pafer for the femily ko wova befoxe
war bwoke out, In day of 1775 Mys. Copley, hor fathsy, end the
threa children considersd old emough to maks the voysge sat

sail to join a zolomny of Amexicens in London., By the end of

- that yeex, 1775, Coplay arrived in Loadon 2o §oin them, and seon




uteorv&rda, wikh his tanily safs aroynd hin, hcgun work on
thae parmraim.

Standing with drenghtsman's peper in hand, the arzisg
hirself looks out 2t ue with & s=ile ia his eyes. Just below
L1 bis Lathaxeineluw, th p?@ﬁiﬁh{, Reston serchant, Richard
Claxke, who had beenrons of the consigness of the tea in the
Boston Tae Pavty incident of 1773, Ou his lap is little
panae, born *“ax the fuwily's arrival in london, belding
ber coxal-handeled, ailvsreglle chwiscening vattia., Stendirs
in the esntey i3 Elizzbath, the aldssz ¢hild. Between hey and
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London, and Co bavome thrse times Chuseellor of Eoglend and
received the title of lerd Lyasdburst., On ths gushicn &t ghe
far right le Mery, wiw naver meyvied, #od lived sm to the age
of 95,
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