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- Feeha bitions Treasures of Tutankhamun

E Tates in Washinzton: November 17, 1976 - March 15, 1977

W Content: Fifty-five treasures frcm the vomb of Tutankhamun ere

'é being sent by the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United

# States in an unprecedented lcan of the famous hoard.

ﬁ‘ The exnibition will be seen in six cities throughout

'ﬁ‘ the U.S. cver a period of twe end cne-half years. Tails

ﬁ' tour, beginning in the nation's capital at the Katicnal

f Gallery oI Art, extends to virtually every section cf

% the ;ontlnenval United States.

é' Some of the most beautiful and representative of the objects
{ found in the tomb of the btoy- slar’ﬂ% Tutankharun (1334%-

~ 1325 5.C.) are included. C wief emcng them is cne ¢of the

i) most remarksable effi 51=s the h istory of man; the gold

- nask of Tutankhamun, inla 1d with carnelian, lapis lazuli,
i colored glesc and quartz, the wooden gilt statuette of the
b | Goddess Seiket, the gilded figure of Tutankhzmun harpooning
‘3. and =2 small gold shrine of marvelous craftsmanship. The

| exhibition also includes superb examples of jewelry and

8 furniture.

:

;3 srotiations: rangements for the tour involving six American ruseums

) across the ccuntry, were announced in Octcter 1975 in an

B’ . agreement signed by Egyptizn Foreign Minister Ismail Fahmy
5 end Secretary of State ienry A. Kissinger. The Metropelitan
W Museum of Art was designated, by mutual consent of the six
? participating museums, manager of the consortium fcllowing
¥ a request of the Egyptians for a sponsoring organization in
fj the U.S5. Uegotiations for the exhibition were concluded i p!
:; ' Novemboer 5 with toth the Organization of
% Egyrtian ¢ the Director of the Cairc Museum.
e

2 Iasurance: The Metropolitaan Museum. in its capacity as head of the

i acnsortium, made application to, and vreceived from, the

- | Yederal Ccuncil on the Arts and Humanities federal insurance

3 under the new Arts ané Aruifacts Indemnification Act (effective
January 19, 19T76), which virtually eliminates insurance

X costs for the exhibifiion hroth in transit and while the
& objects are in this country.
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The exhibition has teen made possible by a grant frem
the National Endowment for the Humanities, matching
grants from the Robart Wecod Jchnson, Jr. Chariteble
Trust and from the Exxon Corporation.

November 17, 1976 -
March 15, 1977

National Gellery of Art
Washington, D.C.

Field Museum (in joint April 15, 1977 - :
sponsorship with the August 15, 1977 ;
University of Chicago) \

September 15, 1977 -

New Orleans Museum of Art
Jaruary 15, 1978

New Orleans, Louisiana

1-5 ] 19'(8 -
1978

February
June 15,

Los Angeles County Museum
of Art
Los Angeles, California

1978 -

Seattle Art Museum

July 15,

Seattle, Washirguon Novembper

December

15, 1978
15, 1978~

Metropolitan lMuseun
of Art
New York, New York

April 15,:3979
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Tutankhamun's 1life and reign are known only in fragmentary
detail despite the amount of material found in his to:o.
His parentage is not certain. Some authorities bal
he was a son of the heretic Akhenaton (1350-1334 B.
by & minor wife, not Nefertiti. Others believe he
was a son of Akhenaton's father, Amenophis IIT (1386-

1349 B.C.). In any case, his right to the Egyptian throne
was established through marriage to princess Ankhesenpaaton,
the third daughter of Akhenaton and Nefertiti.

He was born about the year 1343 B.C. during a time
of Egyptian history not only of unprecendented internal
upheaval, but of unegualled rmaterial riches. Akhenaton
and Nefertiti had been fanatically devoted to a new

faith, the worship of the deity Aten. They had built
city and splendid texmples to it at what is today Tell

|
el-Ararna, reccving their cour the new site-from the
traditional capitel at Thebes. ”belr heretic reign DXCURhE
ion among the conservatave

about unrest and demcraliza
and devout Egyptian pecple.

The evcnts surrounding Akhen

are obscure, fTutanin wEA
gcout nine years olc,
governed ty his chief iaf
Horemnebn.

reopenes

Tatankbhzrmun's reign returned the capital to Thebes
the temrles a1l restored the country to the iraditi
worship of the olda gods.

Tutenkhemun died prematurely in 1325 B.C. at about eigateexn
years, of an untnown cause. Because his death was sc
sudéden, his cwn tomb was still unfinished, &nd Tutanxharun
wac buried in the tomb that had been prepared for his
Vizier Ay.

Thst Tutankhanun was 2>, buried in the tcmb being rreparel
hir elsewhere tul in Av's tomb, contributed to the fact
that the exact wherezbouts of his buriael wvas for so many
centuries unknown. Thus, unlike previcus royal tozmb
discoverios, all whelly rancacked by centuries of tomb
robbers .. now. calybng ‘Ltu“<;&3un s mummy been L‘_ve“ved
intact ovut must of the funerary treasures and the L ng'
perseni poosessicns have survived virtualiy untouched.

Th2 ncet spectecular archeoleogicsl Giscovery of the
twenticth century was made by the Rritish archeolcgist
Howera  Cax Jd his spon:u;, : zarltof Ca o)
qustiee iy 2 sbout to abandon their up-te-then futile
sesxrchi 7 bomh of Tutanxhamus.




TREASURES OF TUTANKHAMUN -k,

Carter had long been convinced thet Tutankhamun, tco,
was buried in the Valley of th~ Kings where the
plundered tombs of the Imperia Egyptian pharacns had
been found. But six seasons and 200,000 tons of
upturned sand had revealed nothing.

Returning once nmore for a short two-month dig to a
snall, unexplored area at the foot of the approach to
the Tomb of Ramesses VI, the long—dreamed-of dlscovery
was made.

On November 22, 1922, Carter, with Lord Carna*"on at

his side, made the fateful incision in the tomb's Ante-
chaxber that reveealed the treasure hoard concealed there
for more then 3000 years.

The Metropolitan Museum's expedition was working nesa
the site of the discovery, and vwhen Czrter reallueu
pend T reconcing, -Dhotc-

the enorizity of the im
grorphing, tr 11
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{ A group of jewelry reprecduchions and adaptations, mede
=§ from mcids taken by the Matropclitan reproduction
| sculptors directly from tie originel objects in Cairc, will
! also be sold at the exhibition sites.

i

]
:
i

The proceeds from the sale of ail printed raterial and
rerroductions at the exhitilion will be donated, aft

k er
expenser to the work of the Organization of Zgyptisn Anti-
quitise, principally for major renovaticne of the Cairo
iseur but also ‘or certvain renovations to the Graeco-

Romna: Museuwi in Alexanir:e.
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TREASURES OF TUTANKHAMUL

The Metropolitan Museun
for these renovation projects.

=5

A ccntribution by an

anonymous donor will enable

the Metropolitan

P

rovide further technicsa

1

b

assistance,

has been retained as concsultant

Museum to

expertise and basic

equipment for the renovaticn work.

A1l costs of transportation end installation of the
exhibition in tkre United States will oe borne by the
six participating institutions. There will be no
edmission charge to tne exhibition.

of Tutankheoun. Catalogue of the exhibitiocn

. by I.E.S. Edwaras, formerly Keeper oT Antiquities,
The British Museun. 176 paces, including 64 pages of
color pleates. 8-1/2 x 11. $6.95.

Ewtﬂic&ticngr Treasures

? myiankhamun: 1S mormtc and Tts Treasures. Tdited by
£ Retnarine Stoaddsrt Gilperc, Lo be Gieiriouted by Alfred
4 A. Knopf, inc. 256 pages, ipciuding 100 plates. §-1/2

? < 11. Justaposition of modern color photogrzphs by Lee
"é Boltin of the objects, witn step-by-step exceavailon

.} photographs by Herry Burton tzken as the tcmb was teing
bk cleared. $35.C0.

vy

. Wonderful Thinss
A picture boox €O

Harry Burten's criginal
from the original glass n

e
Carter's Journal, CONterDO
112 pages, i

nery TYrom

craid

s

An introduction to Tutankhzmu

e et

Tutenihamun's Jevelrv. B!
Jjewelry oy 1.F.5. rowards and extended capticnus Ou C25ign.
materials and s gnificance. Forty-seven colex photls
Ly Lee Boltin of 3 representative selection of ri=ces
from the tomb, meny of whichh have never been pub.isnhed
én color. 30-40 pages, 16 color plates. 8-1/2 x 11.
3.95.
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Jewvelry and sculpture.
$1.50 to $1,500.0C0.
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Naliibations

~smeil Falmy, Minister of
c

Foreign Affairs of the Aralb

Gamal el-Outeiii, Minister of Culture and Infcrmation cf
the Arab Republiec of Baypl

ioh 3 ) r
Mohza:ed Asbral

S
of Trvpt to the Uil

E1Lates

(more)

Chortval, Anbassedor form the Arab Republic
i
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Mohuned Gamal el-Din Mokhtar, President of the Orgenization
of Egyptien Antiquities

yussef es-Sebsi, former Minister of Culture and Information
of the Aradb Republic of Egypt

Abdel Quader Selim, General Director of the Cairo Museunm
Ibrahim el-Nawewy, First Curator of the Cairo Museun

Calch Ahmed Saleh, Director of Scientific Research end
Restoretion, Organization of Egyptian Antiquities

Christine Lilyquist, Curator of Egyptian Art, Metropolitan
Mugscum of Art

lerman Eilts, Amtessader of the United States to the Areb

Republic of Egzypt

amcs Hollowey III, Admiral U.S.N., Chief of Navel
J ’
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