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Sharon Percy Rockefeller Becomes Chairman of National Gallery of Art Board of
Trustees

Sharon Rockefeller

Chairman, Board of Trustees

National Gallery of Art

Washington, DC—Sharon Percy Rockefeller became chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
National Gallery of Art in September 2013, upon the retirement of John C. Wilmerding, who was
appointed to the board in 2005 and became chairman in 2007. He is now trustee emeritus. In
her role as chairman, Rockefeller presides over meetings of the board, which approves any
work of art that enters the Gallery collection to assure the high standard of quality set by the
original donor is maintained.

Since 1990, Sharon Percy Rockefeller and Senator John D. Rockefeller IV have been strong
supporters of the National Gallery of Art. Sharon Percy Rockefeller has served as a member of
the Gallery’s Board of Trustees since 2005 and before that served on the Gallery’s Trustees’
Council from 1994 to 2004. The Rockefellers have helped with the Gallery’s development
efforts, making gifts for the New Century Fund and for more recent fundraising campaigns. They
have given generously for the Gallery’s art acquisition program, helping to fund the purchase of
Leo Villareal's Multiverse (2008) and securing for the Gallery Adolf Menzel’s pastel An Infant
Asleep in His Crib (1848) from the Wolfgang Ratjen Collection. The Rockefellers have also
supported two special exhibitions: Dan Flavin: A Retrospective (2004-2005) and Prayers and
Portraits: Unfolding the Netherlandish Diptych (2006-2007). The Rockefellers have been
members of the Collectors Committee since 2000 and joined The Exhibition Circle when it was
founded in 2006, after first joining The Circle in 1990. Sharon Percy Rockefeller is also a
member of The Legacy Circle, the Gallery’s planned giving recognition society.

Sharon Percy Rockefeller has served the public broadcasting community for more than 30
years as a leader and policy maker. She has been president and CEO of WETA, Washington,
DC’s flagship public television and radio stations since 1989. She continues to guide WETA to
outstanding accomplishments in broadcasting and production. Before assuming the top post at
WETA, she was a member of WETA’s Board of Trustees for seven years and a member of the
Board of Directors of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting for 12 years, including four years

as chairman.

A graduate of Stanford University, Rockefeller is active in a number of areas including
education, fine arts, government, and women’s issues. She serves on the boards of PepsiCo,
the National Gallery of Art, The Museum of Modern Art, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, and
Sibley Memorial Hospital. She is president of the International Council of the Museum of Modern
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Art and a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Rockefeller is the former
chairwoman of the Virginia Association of Public Television Stations. She is a trustee of the
Federal City Council and a member and former chairman of the Stanford-in-Washington Council.
She was formerly a member of the boards of Public Broadcasting Service (PBS), Stanford
University, University of Chicago, Sotheby’s, Smithsonian Associates, National Cathedral School,
The George Washington University, Smithsonian American Art Commission, The Phillips
Collection, and Colonial Williamsburg Foundation.

In October of 1994, Rockefeller was named a recipient of the Charles Frankel Prize by the
National Endowment for the Humanities in recognition of her outstanding achievements in
promoting the arts and humanities in her public broadcasting career. She has also received the
Distinguished Broadcaster Award, and was named a Washingtonian of the Year by
Washingtonian magazine. Rockefeller has also been honored with the Women of Vision Award
from the Women in Film and Video and the CINE Lifetime Achievement Award.

In West Virginia, she served for 10 years on the board of the West Virginia Educational
Broadcasting Authority. She also acted as chairman and founder of Mountain Artisans (a quilting
business for low-income artisans), served as a member of the board of directors of the Sunrise
Museum, and was a teacher’s assistant for the Head Start program in Coal Branch Heights.

She is married to Senator John D. “Jay” Rockefeller IV of West Virginia. They have four children
and six grandchildren.

General Information

The National Gallery of Art and its Sculpture Garden are at all times free to the public. They are
located on the National Mall between 3rd and 9th Streets at Constitution Avenue NW, and are
open Monday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m. The Gallery is closed on December 25 and January 1. With the exception of the atrium and
library, the galleries in the East Building will remain closed for approximately three years for
Master Facilities Plan and renovations. For specific updates on gallery closings, visit
http://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/Collection/modern-art-during-renovation.html.

For information call (202) 737-4215 or the Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD) at
(202) 842-6176, or visit the Gallery's Web site at www.nga.gov. Follow the Gallery on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/NationalGalleryofArt and on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ngadc.

Visitors will be asked to present all carried items for inspection upon entering. Checkrooms are
free of charge and located at each entrance. Luggage and other oversized bags must be
presented at the 4th Street entrances to the East or West Building to permit x-ray screening and
must be deposited in the checkrooms at those entrances. For the safety of visitors and the
works of art, nothing may be carried into the Gallery on a visitor's back. Any bag or other items
that cannot be carried reasonably and safely in some other manner must be left in the
checkrooms. Items larger than 17 by 26 inches cannot be accepted by the Gallery or its
checkrooms.

For additional press information please call or send inquiries to:

Press Office

National Gallery of Art
2000B South Club Drive
Landover, MD 20785
phone: (202) 842-6353
e-mail: pressinfo@nga.gov

Deborah Ziska

Chief of Press and Public Information
(202) 842-6353

ds-ziska@nga.gov

If you are a member of the press and would like to be added to our press list, click here.
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Subscribe to Our Free E-mail Newsletters

Stay up to date with the National Gallery of Art by subscribing to our free e-mail newsletters:
Web, educators, family programs, fellowships/internships, films, lectures, music programs, and
teen programs. Select as many updates as you wish to receive. To edit your subscriber
information, please go to our subscription management page.
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